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AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR IT SEEMED IT WAS GOING TO BE A NORMAL ONE.

LITTLE DID WE KNOW WE WERE GOING TO HAVE SO MUCH FUN.

FOR OUR INSTALLATION BANQUET IT WAS DECIDED TO BE AT THE BEST WESTERN.

WE HAVE TRIED OTHER PLACES BUT DECIDED TO GIVE THIS PLACE IT’S TURN.

JUDY AND WALTER ORGANIZED IT AND DON’T YOU KNOW?

MADE IT ALL GLAMOROUS AND DIDN’T SPEND TOO MUCH DOUGH.

LORI STONER RECEIVED THE TERRY HARKRIDER OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD.

AND THIS WAS BECAUSE SHE HAS REALLY WORKED SO HARD.

MAYBE IN 2017, COMMODORE CHRIS THOUGHT THERE WOULDN’T BE MUCH TO DO.

OF COURSE WHEN IT CAME TO THOSE IDEAS, OUT THE WINDOW THEY FLEW.

WE KNEW IT WOULD BE EASIER TO COUNT PEOPLE NOT HELPING AT ALL

RATHER THAN TO COUNT ALL THE PEOPLE INVOLVED, STANDING TALL.

CHRIS MAY HAVE THOUGHT WITH ALL THOSE PEOPLE WORKING HE COULD RELAX.

BUT AS TIME WENT ON HE SAW THAT IDEA WAS GOING TO GET THE AX.

WE KNEW THE BUILDING WE WERE IN COULD BE BOUGHT AT ANY TIME.

AND WE ALSO KNEW IT WAS GOING TO BE SOLD FOR MORE THAN A DIME.

SO THE DIME THAT WE OFFERED WE KNEW WOULD BE REJECTED.

LATER WE WOULD SEE HOW OUR MONEY WAS GOING TO BE REDIRECTED.

ONCE THE NEW YEAR GOT GOING, WE COULD SEE A WORKING TREND.

THE VICE COMMODORE SEEMED TO BE HOLDING UP THE COMMODORE’S END.

THE COMMODORE WAS OUT EARNING A LIVING, MOSTLY UP IN THE SKY.

HE HAD TO DO HIS FLYING AROUND ON THE WEEKEND AND THAT IS WHY.

BUT FOR THE MOST PART IT ALL SEEMED WORK AND FUN TO HIM.

THE IDEA OF GERALD REALLY TAKING OVER UNTIL 2018 WAS SLIM.

AN OPPURTUNITY CAME ALONG TO POSSIBLY BUY THE FLORIDIAN STAR.

A GALLEY BURNED OUT HULK OF A BOAT WITH A PRICE THAT SEEMED AFAR.

BUT SOMETHING DEVELOPED AND IT SEEMED LIKE A STEAL.

MONEY CHANGED HANDS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS AND WE MADE A DEAL.

ONE THING WE NOTICED AS THE WORK STARTED TO PROGRESS.

WAS THAT VICE COMMODORE GERALD WAS DEVELOPING A HIGH LEVEL OF STRESS.

THE PROBLEM WAS HE WAS INSISTANT ON DOING THINGS RIGHT.

AND SEVERAL TIMES HE HAD TO EXERCISE A LITTLE MIGHT.

ANOTHER THING IT AFFECTED WITHOUT MUCH FAILING

WAS IT PREVENTED GERALD AND RUDY FROM OFTEN GOING SAILING.

WE COULD SEE RIGHT AWAY THERE WERE PLENTY OF THINGS TO BE DONE.

LITTLE THINGS, BIG THINGS, MORE THAN ENOUGH TO KEEP WALT ON THE RUN.

JIM WHITWORTH COULD SEE WHEN HE WORKED BELOW THE DECK,

HE HAD TO WEAR A HARD HAT TO PROTECT HIS HEAD AND NECK.

AND A LOT OF PEOPLE WORKED TO MAKE THINGS THE WAY THEY ARE TODAY.

RICK IS STILL WORKING TO TURN THE BAY STAR INTO ANCHORS AWAY.

THE BAY STAR WENT ON A CRUISE BEFORE WE HAD IT READY TO GO.

THE STORM HARVEY WAS PROPELLING IT AND IT MUST HAVE PUT ON A SHOW.

SHE WAS TIED UP ON PIER E BECAUSE OF THE FLOATING DOCKS.

SHE WOUND UP IN THE MARINA AGROUND JUST OFF THE INSIDE OF THE ROCKS.

BEFORE MOVING THE BAY STAR BACK TO THE T-HEAD WE GOT NEW MOORING BITS. 

IF WE HAD TO DEAL WITH THE OLD ONE CHRIS WOULD HAVE BEEN THROWING FITS.

MEANWHILE BEFORE WE MOVED OUT BUDDY HOLLY APPEARED FROM THE PAST.

IT WAS GOOD SEEING HIM AGAIN, ACTUALLY, SEEING HIM AT LAST. 

WE NEVER KNEW STEVE INDURLUNAS COULD PLAY THE DRUMS SO WELL.

AND JOHN STONER’S BASS PLAYING REALLY DID EXCEL.

ANDY HOLLY, AH, BUDDY HOLLY HAD A FOLLOWING, ESPECIALLY PEGGY SUE.

MAN, SHE COULD REALLY DANCE WHEN SHE MADE HER DEBUT.

SOME OF THE SAILORS WATCHED HER SWING HER ARMS AND MOVE HER HIPS.

TOO MUCH OF THAT, SO THEY JUST SANG ALONG BY MOVING THEIR LIPS.

K JACK PICKED UP THE HULA HOOP BUT THEN SHE COULDN’T DO IT.

TOM ARNOLD FELT THE SAME WAY ABOUT IT AND HE KNEW IT.

WALTER TRIED BUT WITH ONE WRONG SLIP

HE MIGHT THROW OUT THAT DELICATE HIP.

HAL PETERSON AND JERRY VAUGHN DID THE MARCH 31st FISH FRY.

NOW WE KNOW IT WAS IN MARCH BUT WAS IT THE 31ST FISH FRY TO TRY?

GOOD QUESTION.  BETWEEN THE VAUGHNS, PETERSONS AND CHARLIE ORR,

NO TELLING HOW MANY FISH FRIES WERE DONE TO ADD UP THE SCORE.

WHEN YOU APPROACH THE ARANSAS PASS BRIDGE 48 FEET IS WHAT YOU FIND.

GERALD WENT UNDER SLOW, DIDN’T NOT WANT AN ENCOUNTER OF THE 3rd KIND.

DOWNWIND SAILING IS USUALLY PLEASANT AND CAN BE A LOT OF FUN.

AND THE COURSE FROM PORT ARANSAS TO ARANSAS PASS IS A REACH OR A RUN

BUT WALT CRAWFORD CRANKS ON THE ENGINE TO GET THAT POWER

HIS DOWNWIND SAILING IS SLOW; HE WOULD RATHER GET THERE IN AN HOUR.

THE DRIVERS ANCHORED IN INGLESIDE WITH 8 INCHES BELOW THE KEEL.

THE ANCHOR ALARM WENT OFF AT NIGHT BUT IT WASN’T A BIG DEAL.

DAVID MIGHT HAVE LOOKED OUT A PORT TO MAKE SURE A SHIP WASN’T NEAR.

OR MAYBE NOT, JUST GO BACK TO BED, AND DREAM OF BEER.

AT REDFISH WILLIES TOM ARNOLD HAD FRIED SHRIMP THAT WAS GREAT.

HE EVEN HAD SOME BLACKENED SHRIMP OFF OF ANN DRIVER’S PLATE.

ANDY HORNER GOT A CANTWELL MATRESS JUST LIKE WAVE DANCER HAD.

FROM NOW ON ANDY’S SLEEPING WILL NEVER BE BAD.

WHEN YOU GO ABOARD ANDY’S BOAT YOU SEE A LOT OF SPACE.

THERE IS A PLACE FOR EVERYTHING, BUT NOTHING IS IN ITS PLACE.

 ANDY HAS NO SYSTEM TO FINDING WHAT HE IS LOOKING FOR.

CONSEQUENTLY THE SEARCH ALWAYS IS A CHORE.

AT THE ST. PATTY’S PARTY WALT WARNED ME NOT TO EAT THE SHEET CAKE.

BUT I FIGURED FOR HIM TO EAT IT ALL WOULD HAVE BEEN A BIG MISTAKE.

AT THE PARTY ANDY HAD WORN A HULA SKIRT THAT HAD BEEN ON HIS BOAT.

IT HAD BEEN STORED NEXT TO HIS HOLDING TANK AND THAT’S ALL SHE WROTE.

CRUISING TO KEY ALLEGRO WAS TERRIFIC PARTLY BECAUSE LARRY DIDN’T COOK.

THE GREAT MEAL WAS AT MOONDOGS, NEVER A PLACE TO OVERLOOK.

APRIL 15 MARKED THE 105TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SINKING OF THE TITANIC

THE CLUB HOSTED THE LAST DINNER & A GREAT PLACE TO EAT, BUT DON’T PANIC.

IT IS EASY TO REMEMBER THAT TITANIC MEANS UNSINKABLE.

GARY POTTS, THE SHIP’S BARTENDER, FOUND ALL THE ALCOHOL DRINKABLE. 

AND JAKE JACOBSON WAS THE CAPTAIN AND HE CERTAINLY LOOKED THE PART.

TOO BAD THE REAL CAPTAIN DIDN’T HAVE THE ICEBERGS MARKED ON A CHART.

MEANWHILE CHRIS EDWARDS, THE BOARD & THE COMMITTEES WERE BUSY.

THAT AND PLUS WHAT THE VOLUNTEERS WERE DOING WOULD MAKE YOU DIZZY.

A LOT OF US WOULD COME TO BAY STAR AND SEE THESE ADVANCEMENTS MADE.

WE MIGHT HAVE WONDERED IF SUSIE PORTIS WAS BEING PROPERLY PAID.

WHAT SUSIE WAS LOOKING FOR WAS A THANK-YOU OR A GREAT JOB GREETING.

SHE DID A WONDERFUL JOB ORGANIZING, NOT JUST PREPARING FOR A EATING.

MALCOM KNEW WHEN DOING VOLUNTEER WORK THERE WASN’T ANY PAY,

HOWEVER, THE RESULTS CAN BE GREAT REWARDS AT THE END OF THE DAY. 

HAVING THE BAY STAR LEAVE THE DOCK WAS GOING TO BE A NEAT TRICK.

SO IT WAS DECIDED THAT CLASSES WERE GOING TO BE TAUGHT BY RICK.

I ASKED RICK ABOUT THE ANCHOR AND WOULD IT HOLD THE BOAT?

HE SAID IT MIGHT HOLD IN LIGHT WINDS & ENDED THE SENTENCE ON THAT NOTE.

I ASKED HIM ABOUT A WHAT WINDLESS & HOW WOULD WE GET THE ANCHOR UP?

HE SAID WE WOULD HAVE TO RELY ON THE PLAN KNOWN AS THE BACKUP.

IT WOULD BE A MANUAL AFFAIR USING OUR BACKS AND OUR HANDS.

BEFORE ATTEMPTING THAT, BREAK OUT THE GLOVES & SWEAT BANDS.

ONE OF THE MAIN THINGS WAS LEARNING HOW TO USE THE HEAD. 

ONE WRONG MOVE AND IT MIGHT SMELL WORSE THAN SOMETHING DEAD.

ANOTHER THING WAS CASTING ON AND CASTING OFF THE MOORING LINES.

HOPEFULLY NOT AT THE SAME MOMENT OR THERE MIGHT BE FINES.

THE ENGINES MUST BE STARTED AND MADE SURE THEY ARE RUNNING GOOD.

THE BOW THRUSTER MUST BE TESTED, AS IT SHOULD.

HEY, I AM NOT TAKING ANY OF THOSE CLASSES, SO AS YOU CAN SEE, I GUESSING.

FORTUNANELY, I WON’T BE ON THE BRIDGE AND THAT IT IS ME, CONFESSING.

TAMMY AND CHRIS WERE BERTHED IN ISLAND MOORINGS WHEN THE NEWS CAME.

NO MORE LIVING ABOARD THERE AND IN THE POOL, AND THAT WAS A SHAME.

THEY LOOKED AROUND BUT FINALLY CAME BACK HERE TO SLIP D-1.

AS I RECALL THIS IS THE SLIP WHERE THEY HAD BEGUN.

IN AUGUST, CHRIS AND TAMMY DID A DINNER AND ALSO CHRIS FLEW A DRONE.

WE ALL WENT OUT FRONT AND HAD OUR PICTURE TAKEN, BUT WE WEREN’T ALONE.

WHILE WAVING AT THE DRONE THE PEOPLE WAVED BACK FROM CARS PASSING BY.

THE DRONE GAVE US A VIEW THAT WAS FROM A BIRD’S EYE.

IN EARLY OCTOBER WE WENT OUT TO BOB AND K JACK’S HOUSE ON OCEAN DR.

THE FOOD AND COMPANY WERE EXCELLENT, MADE ME GLAD TO BE ALIVE.

AT THE DINNER ANDY WAS PASSING OUT PLATES WITH A SYMBOL ON THEM.

THEY WERE MAROON IN COLOR AND HAD ON IT THE LOGO OF TEXAS A& M.

NO OKLAHOMA, OR NO TEXAS UNIVERSITY OR NO LOUISANNA STATE.

MAYBE BOB JACK DIDN’T THINK THOSE OTHER SCHOOLS DID RATE. 

LATER, AT THE JACKS THERE WAS QUITE A HALLOWEEN BASH.

SOME LOCALS PERFORMED YMCA, BUT NO ONE DID THE MONSTER MASH.

WALTER CAME AS A WHITE DOG WITH BLACK SPOTS AND BLACK EARS.

IT WAS FIRST THOUGHT HE LOOKED LIKE A SNOW LEOPARD AFTER A FEW BEERS.  

BEFORE WALTER ARRIVED AT THE JACKS HIS KITTEN SAW HIM AT HIS OWN HOUSE.

RIGHT AWAY, THE KITTEN KNEW WALTER WAS NOT A MOUSE.

THEN HE MUST HAVE DECIDED HE WASN’T A DOG, EITHER.

FINALLY HE DECIDED IT WAS WALTER AND ABOUT THE OTHER TWO, NEITHER.

WE GOT INTO NOVEMBER WITH A DINNER CANCELLED, I GUESS.

DINNERS WERE SOMEWHAT COMPLICAED BECAUSE ON BOARD WORK IN PROGRESS.

IN OUR TURKEY DAY RACES THE WINDS WENT FROM MODERATE TO ALMOST ZERO.

AND IN THE WORKING SAIL CLASS NEILL GALLAGHER WAS THE DAY’S HERO.

AND JUST IN CASE YOU WERTEN’T LISTENING OR HAVEN’T HEARD,

JIM ROBERTSON CAME IN SECOND AND HAL PETERSON CAME IN THIRD.

I ASKED HAL PETERSON ABOUT THE TACTICS HE EMPOLYED IN THE RACE.

HE SAID SOMETHING ABOUT THE WRONG SAILS UP, IN EVERY CASE.

WHEN STARTING THE SECOND RACE CHUCK PIERCE HAD HIS HALYARD BREAK.

AS FAR AS HIS RACING GOES, THIS BOUGHT ABOUT A MAJOR HEADACHE.

FRED SOWARD TOLD ME THAT THE LIGHT WINDS FOR HIS BOAT WERE THE WORST.

BUT THAT DIDN’T KEEP HIM FROM BEATING JOHN BELL AND COMINNG IN FIRST.

WHEN THE FRONT CAME IN WITH IT’S WIND AND LOW CLOUDS, IT WAS A DILLY.

JUST IN TIME ACTUALLY FOR JOANN AND JIM TO SERVE THEIR TASTY CHILI.

THE BAY STAR LIES BROADSIDE INTO THE NORTH WIND.

SO AFTER THE NORTHER CAME IN, SHE HEALED EVEN FUTHER. COMPREHEND?

GERALD WAS TELLING EVERYONE TO MOVE TO THE STARBOARD SIDE.

SO WE COULD LEVEL UP THE BOAT TO MAKE IT AN EVEN RIDE.

GERALD WAS PRETENDING WE WERE MOVING FORWARD, NOT JUST BACK & FORTH.

IT IS WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT WITH GUSTY WINDS OUT OF THE NORTH.

WITH THE FIRST FLOOR DOOR OPEN A COOL WIND WAS COMING UP THE STAIRS.

FOR MOST PEOPLE ON THE SECOND DECK, IT WAS THE ANSWER TOTHEIR PRAYERS.

IT WAS NOVEMBER 29 AND FOR SEVERAL PEOPLE IT WAS A DAY TO REMEMBER.

IT WAS JUST A COUPLE OF DAYS BEFORE WE GOT INTO DECEMBER.

CHRIS WOKE UP TO WATER CIRCULATING WITH IN HIS BOAT.

HE KNEW HE HAD TO DO SOMETHING SOON TO STAY AFLOAT.

IT WAS THE AGE OLD PROBLEM OF WATER COMING IN VS. WATER STAYING OUT.

ONE OF HIS THRU HULLS HAD BROKEN AND THAT WAS WHAT IT WAS ALL ABOUT.

FRANK BYRNE TOLD ME THAT HE WASN’T MISSING HIS BOAT AT ALL,

IT SEEMS ONCE HE GOT PAST 75 YEARS OLD, HE WAS HEARING A DIFFERENT CALL.

FRANK, GERALD, JIM, AND I WENT TO THE STORAGE ROOM TO GET XMAS STUFF.

THE STORAGE ROOMS WERE IN A MAZE AND FOR ME FINDING IT WAS ROUGH.

ON THE PAVEMENT, FRANK BYRNE SAW AND PICKED UP AN OLD PENNY.

AS FAR AS COINS ON THE GROUND, HIS POLICY WAS TO GRAB ANY.

YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT A PENNY FOUND IS A PENNY EARNED,

AND THIS PENNY BECAME AN OFFICIAL ONE THAT WAS  BYRNED.

WE HAD A NICE CREW TO HELP DECORATE THE CHRISTMAS TREE.

AND TO SET UP FOR THE CHRISTMAS PARTY THAT WAS SOON TO BE.

THE WEATHER WAS GREAT FOR THE BOAT PARADE FOR THE HARBOR LIGHTS.

HARRY HAD A LITTLE TROUBLE GETTING THE GENERATOR RUNNING AT NIGHT.

HE USED MAGIC, VOODOO, OR GAS IN THE GENERATOR TO GET THE PARTY GOING.

FINALLY IT ALL HAPPENED WITHOUT THE LIGHTS BLOWING.

WE DIDN’T WANT TO PLUG IN THE OUTSIDE SIGHTS AND PRESS OUR LUCK.

MALCOM SOLVED THIS BY USING THE POWER COMING OUT OF HIS TRUCK.

I WAS HELPING ANDY LOAD DRINKS & MENTIONED WE NEEDED A DUMB WAITER.

HE SAID HE WAS THAT GUY BUT HE WAS RETIRING JUST A LITTLE LATER.

HOPEFULLY BY NOW SOMEONE ELSE HAS FILLED HIS SHOES, BIG ONES AT THAT.

AND NOW ANDY IS GOING TO BE WEARING A DIFFERENT HAT.

REMEMBER JOHN STONER & STEVE INDRALUNIS, BOYS IN BUDDY HOLLY’S BAND?

WELL, THEY FIXED THE BAY STAR’S STEERING. NOW ISN’T THAT GRAND? 

HARRY PUT TOGETHER THE FIRST CHRISTMAS PARTY ABOARD BAY STAR.

AND THE DINNER WAS TAMALES, RICE, AND BEANS ON THE UPSTAIRS BAR.

NOW THE OPENING OF THE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS WAS AN ORGANIZED MESS.

AND AS TO WHO HAD GOT WHAT, THAT’S ANYONE’S GUESS.

A HINT:  COMMODORE CHRIS OBTAINED CIGARS THROUGH TAMMY’S NAME.

AND JACQUE GOT ONE OF THE STAINLESS GLASSES THAT WERE ALL THE SAME.

.

THERE WAS A LOT OF LAUGHING AND TALKING DURING OUR CHRISTMAS EVENT.

THREE CHEERS FOR HARRY AND MANDY FOR THE WAY THE PARTY WENT.

I SAW WALT WORKING ON THE ELECTRICAL PANEL & ASKED WHAT WAS THE PLAN?

HE SAID HE WAS THE ELECTRICIAN AND AS LONG AS IT WORKED HE WAS THE MAN.

I SAW FOUR UNCONNECTED WIRES AND I ASKED WHAT THEY BE?

WALT SAID HE DIDN’T KNOW, BUT WAS GOING TO CONNECT THEM UP AND JUST SEE.

WHILE ENJOYING THE NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY, WE GOT HIT BY ARTIC WINDS.

WE WEREN’T ON THE BAY STAR, BUT AT THE JACK’S HOUSE WITH BYC FRIENDS. 

SEVERAL MEN WERE SMOKING CIGARS OUT BY THE FRONT DOOR.

THERE WERE MALCOM, MARK, AND JAKE. THERE COULD HAVE BEEN MORE.

NO SMOKE INSIDE BUT IT DIDN’T LOOK LIKE THERE WAS ANY BODY AROUND.

EVERYONE ELSE WAS DOWNSTAIRS, INCLUDING SHAMAS, THE HOUND.

THERE WAS QUITE A FOOD SPREAD AND THE CHAMPAGNE FLOWED A LOT.

OCCASSIONALLY WE HAD TO OPEN THE DOORS BECAUSE IT SOMETIMES GOT HOT.

WHEN THE GAMES WERE BROKEN OUT CYNTHIA HUDDLESTON HAD A BLAST.

MANY PEOPLE THRIVE ON THAT SITUATION AND PLAY UNTIL THE LAST.

THERE WAS PROBABLY A LOT OF HUGGING AND KISSING WHEN IT BECAME 2018.

A NEW YEAR, A CONTINUING OF PROJECTS, AND A LOT OF WORKING IN BETWEEN.

SO THERE YOU HAVE IT AS WE MOVE INTO THE NEW YEAR.

WE GOT GERALD FOR OUR NEW COMMODORE, IMMEDIATELY TO APPEAR.

NOW HE MAY NOT LOOK IT, BUT HE NEEDS HELP FROM YOU.

THERE ARE MANY COMMITTEES, WITH PROJECTS AND JOBS TO DO.

SO THE IDEA IS TO TAKE THE BAY STAR AND MAKE IT GREATER ON THE SCENE.

LET’S DO THIS IN THIS BRAND NEW YEAR OF 2018.

TOM ARNOLD    2017 POEM WRITER
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